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Biography 

Johan Lidberg joined the journalism program at Monash in 2010. He has taught 
journalism since 1999. Before the move to Monash, he was Academic Chair of 
Journalism at Murdoch University in Perth. 

He has worked in print and broadcast journalism, most recently for the Swedish 
Broadcasting Corporation (SR) in 2006 as Senior Political Reporter in the lead-up to 
the national general elections. He has previously held positions at SR as reporter, 
producer, presenter, foreign correspondent and news editor. 

Johan has also served two stints in the United Nations Peace Keeping forces: in the 
United Nations Force in Cyprus, UNFICYP, in 1987 and as a Press and Information 
Officer with the United Nations Interim Force in Lebaon, UNIFIL, in 1992-1993 in 
Lebanon. 

Research 

Johan's main research area is Freedom of Information and its impact on journalistic 
practice. His research projects have laid the foundation for the first International 
Freedom of Information Index, ranking a number of FOI regimes according to how 
well they work in practice. He was consulted by the federal government during the 
reform process of federal FOI in Australia and contributed to a senate hearing on the 
new legislation. 

His secondary research area is the ethical self-regulation system governing the 
journalism and media industry. 

Examples of other research areas where he will supervise postgraduate students: 

• public broadcasting 

• citizen journalism 

• the role of journalism in society 

• journalism and democracy 

• business reporting 

• political reporting 

• reporting war and conflict 

Keywords 

Freedom of Information, FOI, journalism, democracy, wikileaks, journalism ethics, 
journalism and self-regulation, citizen journalism, FOI Index, business reporting, war 
reporting, journalism and society 

Current Research Projects 

Assessment of the reformed and amended federal FOI system in Australia. The 
amended federal FOI Act and the new Information Commissioner Act will be active 
from November 2010. Will they deliver what they promise? Pro-active disclosure of 
government-held information and greater public access to information held by 
government agencies? 

A Social Contract for Journalism — how can public trust in journalism be re-built? Is 
a re-vamp of the current self-regulation system for ethics in journalism one way? 



Publications 
Books 

The International Freedom of Information Index — the Promise and Practice ofFOI 
Laws, 2009, VDM Verlag (Germany). ISBN: 978-3-639-12034-9 

Books Chapters 

'Freedom of Information Banana Republics and the Freedom of Information Index', 
Right to Information, ICFIA (International Chartered Financial Analysts of India) 
Publications, 2007, ISBN: 81-314-1328-4 

Refereed Journal Articles 

'The International Freedom of Information Index — a Watchdog of Transparency in 
Practice', Nordicom Review, 20, 2009, 1, pp 167-182. Available: 
http://www.nordicom.gu.se/common/publ pdf/279 lidberg.pdf 

'The International Freedom of Information Index — Tracking the Promise and Practice 
of FGT, Political Communication Studies and the Institute for Democracy (Sweden), 
Report no 22, 2009. Available: 

http://www.miun.se/DEMICOM/Publikationer/Demicoms-rapportserie 

'The Freedom of Information Index - a world first', New Community Quarterly, Vol 4, 
No 3, 2006. 

'The Freedom of Information Index: measuring the gap between the promise and 
practice of information legislation', co-authored with Gail Phillips and Stephen 
Tanner, Freedom of Information Review, No 108, December 2003. 

'Freedom of Information and Journalistic Content in Western Australia and Sweden', 
co-authored with Alec McHoul, UTS Law Review, 2003. 

'Freedom of Information as a journalistic tool - a comparative study between Western 
Australia and Sweden' Freedom of Information Review, Number 95, October 2001. 

Other Publications 

'Getting information in WA proves a debacle', opinion piece, The West Australian, 
December 15, 2009. 

'Bush fires in Victoria' — Summary report for Swedish Broadcasting Corporation 
Current Affairs, February 9, 2009. 

'Media reporting of global credit crisis', Murdoch News, September 24, 2008. 

'Yes Minister, society needs FOI, The West Australian, opinion piece, November 22, 

2007. 

'Pulling the Plug on FOF, New Matilda (online Australian magazine covering politics 
and current affairs), 28 November, 2006. 



'FOI as a journalistic tool', Scoop (Australian Journalism Association, WA, 
Magazine), 2005. 

Community impact of research (citations and interviews in media and in reports) — 
sample: 

'Rights groups condemn SA internet law', The West Australian, February 4, 2010, p 
12. 

'Information access in WA', Interview for the 'Nightline' program on Perth radio 
station 6PR, January 19, 2010. 

'State FOI charges "too costly'", The West Australian, January 21, 2009. 

'Court ruling strengthens case for media shield laws', The West Australian, November 

11, 2008. 

'FOI and the Haneef case', World View, SBS Radio, October 16, 2008. 

'No need to know cause of gas blast: Logan', The West Australian, August 27, 2008. 

'Minister keeps key gas crisis evidence secret', The West Australian, August 26, 2008. 

'Seven months on, public sector still favours secrecy over disclosure', The West 
Australian, June 30, 2008. 

'WA plans for new freedom laws dated', The West Australian, June 12, 2008. 

'Spin fears as health workers are told to report "sensitive" FOI bids', The West 
Australian, comments on Health department FOI directives , June 5, 2008. 

ABC, 720, Perth, Morning Show - discussion panel on FOI in WA with Acting WA 
FOI Commissioner, John Lightowler and Keryn McKinnon, FOI Editor, The West 
Australian, June 3, 2008. 

Interview on Twin Cities FM, Perth, Drive program on FOI, October 30, 2007. 

'FOI — Sigh', ABC Television Media Watch, research quoted, 11 September, 2006. 

'Tangled in a legal web', Media Report, ABC, interview on FOI research, 12 
December, 2002. 

'The privacy bar', The Australian, by Stephen Brook, research quoted, December 20 
2001. 



